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This year, as part of the American Association of State Colleges and Universities Red Balloon project, we will have 
six opportunities to learn about and discuss major issues in higher education. The first of these dialogues is 
tomorrow—Tuesday, September 14, at 12:30 in the Horizon Room. Three presenters will summarize Howard 
Gardner’s Five Minds for the Future, and we’ll have time for conversation about the implications Gardner’s ideas 
have for higher education. 
 
I’m hoping that the Senate will provide input today about future Red Balloon Book Dialogues. We are planning to 
have two more this semester (October and November) and three in the spring semester (February, March, and 
April). You can suggest texts/authors/topics in addition to marking your level of interest in each of the following 
suggested titles (see reverse as well): 

 
1 = not interested 2 = slightly interested  3 = interested  4 = very interested 
 
_____ The World Is Open: How Web Technology Is Revolutionizing Education, by Curtis J. Bonk. In this 2009 book 

that is an educational corollary to Thomas Friedman’s The World Is Flat, Bonk argues that open software 
and open learning make education more accessible everywhere—including outside the bounds of 
traditional educational structures. 

 
_____ The Wisdom of Crowds, by James Surowiecki. This book by a New York Times business columnist argues 

that collective intelligence—if it meets four important standards—can lead to better outcomes than a 
small group of experts. Topics include collaboration in a complex world, scientific collaboration, 
committees and teams, markets, and democracy. 

 
_____ Creating Interdisciplinary Campus Cultures, by Julie Thompson Klein. This book by a professor of 

humanities and interdisciplinary studies at Wayne State University introduces the concept of a campus 
culture for interdisciplinarity and provides practical strategies for developing this kind of culture. 

 
_____ Higher Education? How Colleges Are Wasting Our Money and Failing Our Kids—And What We Can Do About 

It, by Andrew Hacker and Claudia Dreifus. This provocative book by a noted sociologist and a New York 
Times writer is an attack on many current practices in higher education. Published in August 2010, this 
book is already getting significant attention. 

 
_____ DIY U: Edupunks, Edupreneurs, and the Coming Transformation of Higher Education, by Anya Kamenetz. 

This book questions the costs of higher education and the promises of jobs resulting from baccalaureate 
degrees. Kamenetz explores the political and economic issues related to our current systems of higher 
education and offers self-designed alternatives to the traditional means of education. 

  



 
_____ The Marketplace of Ideas, by Louis Menand. This 2010 book by a Harvard professor notes that while 

students, faculty, and technologies have changed radically, university structures and educational 
philosophies have been the same for more than a century. Menand challenges the value of education as 
currently offered and argues for preserving what is worth saving in traditional university education. 

 
_____ The Great Brain Race: How Global Universities Are Reshaping the World, by Ben Wildavsky. This book by a 

senior fellow in research and policy at the Kauffman Foundation, examines the practices of universities 
around the world to become and remain competitive. Wildavsky defines new ideas of “global higher 
education” and the worldwide race for talent, arguing that we are moving to “free trade of minds.”  

  
_____ Shakespeare, Einstein, and the Bottom Line: The Marketing of Higher Education, by David L. Kirp. This 

book, published in 2004, looks at the financial challenges of higher education and the increased 
marketing of institutions in a time of turmoil and change. Kirp is a professor in the Goldman School of 
Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley. 

 
_____ Student Success in College: Creating the Conditions That Matter, by George D. Kuh, Jillian Kinzie, John 

Schuh, and Elizabeth J. Witt. This 2010 book presents research on DEEP institutions (Documenting 
Effective Educational Practice), noting how these colleges and universities engage students and embrace 
a lived philosophy about student learning. The writers include case studies from a range of institutions to 
reinforce principles of academic challenge, active and collaborative learning, faculty-student 
interactions, and supportive campus environments.  

 
 
What other books (title/author) do you suggest we consider for the Red Balloon Book Dialogues? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What topics would you suggest we consider for other book choices? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would be interested in being a reader/presenter on a book, please sign this form. We will have a few readers 
for each book, so you can focus on summarizing just a chapter or two.  
 
 
 
 
 


